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1. INTRODUCTION  
 

i) It was a pleasure to be shown round the Church by Sam Hallas and survey the Church and halls. 

ii) Following the receipt of the report, the church can use the recommended actions to form a strategy for 

the future of the building  

iii) After digesting the content of the report, please contact me to arrange a follow up meeting for any 

questions you may have.  

iv) A run through the report explaining the order and where to find key elements  

v) The report was undertaken on 11 t h  of August 2022 in the morning. The weather was warm and sunny, 

there was no rain.  

 Additional Notes  

- This QI report is a summary and not a specification for undertaking works to the buildings.  

- The inspection of the church is visual, and such was made from ground level . 
- Only selected areas will be examined in detail. Parts of the structure which are inaccessible, enclosed or 

covered will not normally be opened up unless specifically requested.  

- If any timbers are inspected and a ny potential areas of timber decay noted, I am not able to give any 

assurances of extend of timber decay and structural integrity. I advise a structural engineer is appointed 
to assess this area if any suspect areas are identified.  

 

 

2. GENERAL DETAILS OF THE CHURCH  

 

The chapel and gateway are grade II listed and the details are as follows:  

 
1. 5255 TILEHOUSE STREET (South Side) Baptist Chapel TL 1829 SW 1/1 13.4.51. TL 1828 NW 2/1  
 
II  GV 2. 1838 in Neoclassical style replacing building of 1669. Stucco road end elevation, grey brick back 
and side elevations. Front has monumental tetrastyle pseudo -portico with attached columns, 3 round 
headed doorways under 3 tall windows in architrave surrounds with friezes and cornices.  
 
Baptist Chapel and Gateway form a group.  
 
Listing NGR: TL1804928990 

 

The gateway to the Baptist chapel is listed in its own right, and is grouped with the Chapel.  
 

 
1. 5255 TILEHOUSE STREET (South Side) Gateway to Baptist Chapel TL 1829 SW 1/1A  
 
II  GV 2. 1838 cast iron gateway with spearhead gates, pierced gateposts, curved over throw. Included for 
group value.  
 
Baptist Chapel and Gateway form a group.  
 
Listing NGR: TL1804429034  
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The chapel was designed by John Davis Architect and opened in 1844 after the previous chapel became too small 

under the preaching of John broad, who was the minister from 1841 -1857.   

Image below is a watercolour of the earlier 1669 chapel.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The sketch below (from 1972) shows the gateway in position.  
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3. SUMMARY OF WORK CARRIED OUT SINCE THE LAST INSPECTION 

The church is proactive when it comes to the maintenance of the buildings and are aware of the deeper issues with the building which routine maintenance would not address.  

Tilehouse Baptist Chapel and Halls– Quinquennial Log – 2017 -2022 

Date Description of work Reference to 
Quinquennial 
Inspection 
Report 

Contractor Cost of 
works 
including 
fees 

Grants 
(if any) 

Location & reference 
of Specifications and 
Drawings 

2022 East side boundary wall collapsed in gales in mid-February. Insurers advised, estimates 
received and contract let. Work started November. Expected completion Spring 2023. 
 

     

2022 Electrical inspection due, but deferred into next financial year      

2021 -2022 Church exterior repainted. Window sills repaired - finished in 2022      

2021 Halls Kitchen boiler replaced   £2100   

2019 Tree surgery yew trees in graveyard.   £1248   

2019 Rat damage to disabled toilet repaired and water feed pipe re-plumbed   £208   

2019 Door chain fitted pre-school to kitchen, broken and then replaced...      

2018 Church: 1st floor South and scout kitchen west windows replaced      

2018 Painting windows with cherry picker   £4002   

2018 Halls: Flat roof renewed entirely due to leaking    £28,752   

2018 Fire escape and entrance gate pillars repainted      

2018 Halls partial repainting of walls – corridor, staircase & main hall.      

2018 Manse: Shower control unit replaced      

2018 Fluorescent tubes replaced by LED types as they failed      

2018 Organ humidifier turned off due to leaking – damage to exterior concrete and vestibule 
paintwork 

     

2018 Water baths placed inside organ to re-humidify. Humidifier repaired      

2018 Coffee percolator repaired      

2018 Vent cowl replaced on halls toilet roof      

2018 Photocell for external lights replaced      

2018 Halls kitchen boiler repaired – temporary fan heaters purchased for use during outage      

2018 Manse 56 Pirton Road: Combi ladder purchased for loft access      
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2018 Manse: gutters cleaned   £160   

2018 Fire protection equipment serviced and expired items replaced      

2018 Boilers domestic & industrial serviced      

2017 Scout West wall painted once new plaster had dried out      

2017 Banners for fence obtained and fixed to front railings      

2017 New main notice board and wall-mounted display boards fitted      

2017 Halls external doors revarnished      

2017 Car park lights repaired and later converted to LED bulbs      

2017 New main notice board and minor display boards fitted      

2017 Floodlights replaced with LED fittings of lower power, but brighter and white      

2017 Halls external doors revarnished      

2017 Steel railings painted around church boiler room and vestry (east) side door      

2017 Electrical feed to church rear and associated consumer unit replaced, other non-compliances 
corrected.  

     

2017 Quinquennial survey of buildings & curtilage commissioned      

2017 Electrical 5-year tests conducted. Failures corrected as above      

2017 Pre-school toilet floor renewed      

2017 Old noticeboard broken up after storm damage      

2017 Thumb turn lock on halls door to car park replaced 
Relief valve on pre-school toilet water heater replaced 

     

2017 Additional monitor screen on dais for worship leader      

2017 Asbestos register created from earlier report. Labels fixed to known sites      

2017 Float valve in halls loft replaced      

2017 Various minor plumbing repairs to toilets      

2017 Minor repairs to church roof following storm damage      

2017 Pre-school heating repair to motorised valve      

2017 Dishwasher pump replaced      

2017 Gas boilers serviced      

2017 Fire protection equipment serviced      

2017 The window in the church first floor, South end, scout kitchen, fell out in the autumn and was 
boarded up while estimates were obtained for repairs to all the sash windows at risk. 

     



 

 

Key 
Category A: Urgent -  requiring immediate attention     Cost Band 1  -  £0-1,999 
Category B : Urgent -  organise, fund and start within the next 6 to 12months   Cost Band 2  -  £2,000 - £9,000 
Category C: Urgent/essential  –  organise, fund and start within the next 12 to 24 months  Cost Band 3  -  £10,000 -£29,999 

Category D: Carry out  within the next five years     Cost Band 4  -  £30,000 - £49,999 
Category E : Carry out in the next ten years or longer as noted    Cost Band 5  -  £50,000 - £249,000  
Category X: I tems requiring routine maintenance, investigation & specialist advice   Cost Band 6  -  £250,000 or more  
 

Routine maintenance:  RM   Investigation:  I   Specialist advice : SA 
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4. GENERAL CONDITION OF THE FABRIC 
 

The Chapel 

The overall fabric of the chapel is in good condition, with areas requiring maintenance, highlighted in this 

report.  

 

5. THE LEVEL AND SCOPE OF THE REPORT 

The survey was undertaken on a dry day, and was a visual inspection only, no opening up was undertaken  

and is an overview of elements, as such not exhaustive.  

Access to the roof was via a ground level visual inspection and was undertaken outside the church. 

No assurances are given in relation to timber /structural condition as it is outside the scope of this report  

and expertise.  

Any suggested cost bands are purely indicative , if any further cost advice is required, I would advise you 

seek guidance from a Quantity Surveyor as Architects are not qualified as cost consultants. I can put you in 

touch with Quantity Surveyors I work with if required.  

 

 

6. INSPECTION APPROACH  

 Breakdown of the church by element  

Inspection of the church broken down into different elements (e.g. roofs, walls, rainwater system) and parts 

of those elements, and other topics (e.g. services, security and churchyard) and their pa rts. This includes a 

brief description of the general character and condition of each element if helpful ; a brief description of 

parts of elements, their condition, and recommended actions if any (e.g. further investigation or specialist 

advice, maintenance or repair).  

Further investigation  

Further investigation may be recommended when extra information is required to complete the survey, 

including any uncovering of concealed spaces which is considered prudent, subject to the obtaining of any 

necessary authority. I will also note where specialist investigation or advice is required, e.g. in relation to 

the causes of damp, the presence of asbestos or bats.  

  



 

 

Key 
Category A: Urgent -  requiring immediate attention     Cost Band 1  -  £0-1,999 
Category B : Urgent -  organise, fund and start within the next 6 to 12months   Cost Band 2  -  £2,000 - £9,000 
Category C: Urgent/essential  –  organise, fund and start within the next 12 to 24 months  Cost Band 3  -  £10,000 -£29,999 

Category D: Carry out  within the next five years     Cost Band 4  -  £30,000 - £49,999 
Category E : Carry out in the next ten years or longer as noted    Cost Band 5  -  £50,000 - £249,000  
Category X: I tems requiring routine maintenance, investigation & specialist advice   Cost Band 6  -  £250,000 or more  
 

Routine maintenance:  RM   Investigation:  I   Specialist advice : SA 
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Categories of actions  

Recommended actions are broken down into these five categories:  

• Category A: Urgent - requiring immediate attention  

• Category B: Urgent - organise, fund and start within the next  6 to 12months  

• Category C: Urgent/essential – organise, fund and start within the next 12 to 24 months  

• Category D: Carry out within the next five years  

• Category E: Carry out in the next ten years or longer as noted  

• Category X: Items requiring routine maintenance, investigation & specialist advice   

The action categories are shown at the footer of each page for reference.  

 

Routine maintenance, investigation and specialist advice  

Items of routine maintenance will be distinguished within Categories  A – X above by the letters RM.  

The maintenance items are likely to fall within one of the following definitions and do not need formal 

authorisation:  

• Works of maintenance, not involving repair or substantial replacemen t of material, 

carried out as part of the regular course of care and upkeep of the building.  

• Works of repair not materially affecting the fabric or any historic material.  

 

Items requiring further investigation or specialist advice will be identified by ( I) or (SA) within the five 

categories.  

Photographs  

Photographs illustrating particular issues and where repairs are needed will be included in the report.  

Costs  

Approximate costs may be included in the report. The aim is to help churches have an understanding of the cost of 

the recommended work and the costs can be grouped by level of priority over time.  

Cost bands are shown at the footer of each page  for reference.  

The figures given are indications of likely costs rather than precise or firm prices. The cost of an actual package of 

works will also depend on the way different elements are combined .  

Please note, architects / Quinquennial inspectors are not qualified as cost consultants, and these figures are an 

approximate indication of cost. I recommend cost advise sought from a professional cost consultant – a Quantity 

Surveyor. 



 

 

Key 
Category A: Urgent -  requiring immediate attention     Cost Band 1  -  £0-1,999 
Category B : Urgent -  organise, fund and start within the next 6 to 12months   Cost Band 2  -  £2,000 - £9,000 
Category C: Urgent/essential  –  organise, fund and start within the next 12 to 24 months  Cost Band 3  -  £10,000 -£29,999 

Category D: Carry out  within the next five years     Cost Band 4  -  £30,000 - £49,999 
Category E : Carry out in the next ten years or longer as noted    Cost Band 5  -  £50,000 - £249,000  
Category X: I tems requiring routine maintenance, investigation & specialist advice   Cost Band 6  -  £250,000 or more  
 

Routine maintenance:  RM   Investigation:  I   Specialist advice : SA 
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7. ASSESSMENT OF THE CHURCH BUILDING ELEMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
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7.1 Roofs, including coverings, structures and ceilings but excluding tower  
 

   

 i) NORTH ELEVATION PARAPET AND FLASHINGS  
 
 
 
Inspection from ground level appear sound, without 
water staining at high level . 
 
Advise a drone survey is carried out to inspect the roof 
to prevent issues building.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

RM E 1 

  



 

 

Key 
Category A: Urgent -  requiring immediate attention     Cost Band 1  -  £0-1,999 
Category B : Urgent -  organise, fund and start within the next 6 to 12months   Cost Band 2  -  £2,000 - £9,000 
Category C: Urgent/essential  –  organise, fund and start within the next 12 to 24 months  Cost Band 3  -  £10,000 -£29,999 

Category D: Carry out  within the next five years     Cost Band 4  -  £30,000 - £49,999 
Category E : Carry out in the next ten years or longer as noted    Cost Band 5  -  £50,000 - £249,000  
Category X: I tems requiring routine maintenance, investigation & specialist advice   Cost Band 6  -  £250,000 or more  
 

Routine maintenance:  RM   Investigation:  I   Specialist advice : SA 
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  WEST ELEVATION ROOF 
 
Inspection from ground level appear sound . 
 
Advise a drone survey is carried out to inspect the roof 
to prevent issues building 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

RM E 1 

  



 

 

Key 
Category A: Urgent -  requiring immediate attention     Cost Band 1  -  £0-1,999 
Category B : Urgent -  organise, fund and start within the next 6 to 12months   Cost Band 2  -  £2,000 - £9,000 
Category C: Urgent/essential  –  organise, fund and start within the next 12 to 24 months  Cost Band 3  -  £10,000 -£29,999 

Category D: Carry out  within the next five years     Cost Band 4  -  £30,000 - £49,999 
Category E : Carry out in the next ten years or longer as noted    Cost Band 5  -  £50,000 - £249,000  
Category X: I tems requiring routine maintenance, investigation & specialist advice   Cost Band 6  -  £250,000 or more  
 

Routine maintenance:  RM   Investigation:  I   Specialist advice : SA 
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 ii) WORSHIP AREA CEILINGS 
 
All ceiIings were in good condition, with no evidence of 
water ingress or deterated plaster.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RM E 1 

  



 

 

Key 
Category A: Urgent -  requiring immediate attention     Cost Band 1  -  £0-1,999 
Category B : Urgent -  organise, fund and start within the next 6 to 12months   Cost Band 2  -  £2,000 - £9,000 
Category C: Urgent/essential  –  organise, fund and start within the next 12 to 24 months  Cost Band 3  -  £10,000 -£29,999 

Category D: Carry out  within the next five years     Cost Band 4  -  £30,000 - £49,999 
Category E : Carry out in the next ten years or longer as noted    Cost Band 5  -  £50,000 - £249,000  
Category X: I tems requiring routine maintenance, investigation & specialist advice   Cost Band 6  -  £250,000 or more  
 

Routine maintenance:  RM   Investigation:  I   Specialist advice : SA 
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 iii) SCOUT HALL CEILINGS 

 
All ceiIings were in good condition, with no evidence of 
water ingress or deterated plaster.  
Would benefit from redecoration.  

 
 

RM E 1 

 

  



 

 

Key 
Category A: Urgent -  requiring immediate attention     Cost Band 1  -  £0-1,999 
Category B : Urgent -  organise, fund and start within the next 6 to 12months   Cost Band 2  -  £2,000 - £9,000 
Category C: Urgent/essential  –  organise, fund and start within the next 12 to 24 months  Cost Band 3  -  £10,000 -£29,999 

Category D: Carry out  within the next five years     Cost Band 4  -  £30,000 - £49,999 
Category E : Carry out in the next ten years or longer as noted    Cost Band 5  -  £50,000 - £249,000  
Category X: I tems requiring routine maintenance, investigation & specialist advice   Cost Band 6  -  £250,000 or more  
 

Routine maintenance:  RM   Investigation:  I   Specialist advice : SA 
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7.2 Rainwater gutters, downpipes, and surface water drainage systems  
 

   

 i) 

Suggest all gutter joints and ends are checked for leaks  and gutters cleared of debris. This  gulley is located at the 
rear door on the east Elevation from the stair tower , and will require regular cleaning. The detail could be improved, 
as overlowing water could enter the void below the floor via the partiallay covered air vent.  
 
Generally, the condition of the gutters and downpipes appear good, with no evidence of water dripping from joints.  
 
Advise a drone survey is carried out to inspect the  rainwater goods to prevent issues building. 
 
 

RM B 1  

7.3 Outside walls, (including masonry of windows and doors, but excluding tower and/or spire) with notes on 
foundations, buttresses, stability, dampness etc.  

   

 i) FRONT NORTH ELEVATION 
 

Having been recently redecorated, the overall 

condition of the front elevation is good.  
 
Note - suggest altering the tarmac so there is a 

drainage gap/gravel abutment to the masonry to 

reduce rainwater splashback.  
A specification / detail can be supplied if requested.  

 

RM E 1 



 

 

Key 
Category A: Urgent -  requiring immediate attention     Cost Band 1  -  £0-1,999 
Category B : Urgent -  organise, fund and start within the next 6 to 12months   Cost Band 2  -  £2,000 - £9,000 
Category C: Urgent/essential  –  organise, fund and start within the next 12 to 24 months  Cost Band 3  -  £10,000 -£29,999 

Category D: Carry out  within the next five years     Cost Band 4  -  £30,000 - £49,999 
Category E : Carry out in the next ten years or longer as noted    Cost Band 5  -  £50,000 - £249,000  
Category X: I tems requiring routine maintenance, investigation & specialist advice   Cost Band 6  -  £250,000 or more  
 

Routine maintenance:  RM   Investigation:  I   Specialist advice : SA 
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 ii) EAST WALL  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

There appears to be (historic) dark water to the brickwork from the end of the gutter abutment to the 

mouldings, this will need to be checked to see if it is indded, historic, or a current issue.  
 

At the base ot the wall, the tarmac abuts the brickwork at there is evidence of saturated brickwork in this 
area and plant growth.  
This maybe connected to this issue noted in 7.3 iii).  

 
As seen on the detail photograph, left, the lime mouldings have deterieriated  and this section of wall needs 

repointing in air/hot lime mortar, suggest up to the stepped brickwork along the length of this wall. A 
specification / detail can be supplied if requested.  

 

Note - suggest altering the tarmac so there is a drainage gap/gravel abutment to the masonry to reduce 
rainwater splashback.  

A specification / detail can be supplied if requested.  

 
Advise a drone survey is carried out to inspect the rainwater goods to pre vent issues building.  
  

SA B 2 

  



 

 

Key 
Category A: Urgent -  requiring immediate attention     Cost Band 1  -  £0-1,999 
Category B : Urgent -  organise, fund and start within the next 6 to 12months   Cost Band 2  -  £2,000 - £9,000 
Category C: Urgent/essential  –  organise, fund and start within the next 12 to 24 months  Cost Band 3  -  £10,000 -£29,999 

Category D: Carry out  within the next five years     Cost Band 4  -  £30,000 - £49,999 
Category E : Carry out in the next ten years or longer as noted    Cost Band 5  -  £50,000 - £249,000  
Category X: I tems requiring routine maintenance, investigation & specialist advice   Cost Band 6  -  £250,000 or more  
 

Routine maintenance:  RM   Investigation:  I   Specialist advice : SA 
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 iii) EAST WALL INTERNALLY  
 

 
On the internal faceof the east wall in 7.2 ii). It is 

eveident that the wall has too much moisture.  
This may be coming from a historic water pipe built 
into the wall and/or the tarmac abutting the masonry 

externally.  
 

Suggest investigation into caping of redundant water 
pipe and alterarations to the tarmac externally.  

 

 
 

 

SA B 2  

  



 

 

Key 
Category A: Urgent -  requiring immediate attention     Cost Band 1  -  £0-1,999 
Category B : Urgent -  organise, fund and start within the next 6 to 12months   Cost Band 2  -  £2,000 - £9,000 
Category C: Urgent/essential  –  organise, fund and start within the next 12 to 24 months  Cost Band 3  -  £10,000 -£29,999 

Category D: Carry out  within the next five years     Cost Band 4  -  £30,000 - £49,999 
Category E : Carry out in the next ten years or longer as noted    Cost Band 5  -  £50,000 - £249,000  
Category X: I tems requiring routine maintenance, investigation & specialist advice   Cost Band 6  -  £250,000 or more  
 

Routine maintenance:  RM   Investigation:  I   Specialist advice : SA 
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 iv) EAST AND SOUTH WALL STAIR TOWER 
 
The parpaet to the stair tower has been rebuit, probably in the late C20, and is suffering as there is no 

coping or drip at the hop to shed the water away from the brickwork face. There has been attempt of adding 

a lead dpc around 4-5 courses down.  
 

There is evidence of water ingress internally and the junction with the main church.  

 

 
 

 
 
Suggest copings are removed and re -bedded in mortar to prevent furter water ingress. Could be re -designed 

to create a water drip to reduce the l ikelihood of water running down the face of the wall and top section of 
brickwork repointed in air/hot lime mortar. A specification / detail can be supplied if requested.  
 

Note - suggest altering the tarmac so there is a drainage gap/gravel abutment to the  masonry to reduce 
rainwater splashback.  

A specification / detail can be supplied if requested.  

 

SA B 2 

  



 

 

Key 
Category A: Urgent -  requiring immediate attention     Cost Band 1  -  £0-1,999 
Category B : Urgent -  organise, fund and start within the next 6 to 12months   Cost Band 2  -  £2,000 - £9,000 
Category C: Urgent/essential  –  organise, fund and start within the next 12 to 24 months  Cost Band 3  -  £10,000 -£29,999 

Category D: Carry out  within the next five years     Cost Band 4  -  £30,000 - £49,999 
Category E : Carry out in the next ten years or longer as noted    Cost Band 5  -  £50,000 - £249,000  
Category X: I tems requiring routine maintenance, investigation & specialist advice   Cost Band 6  -  £250,000 or more  
 

Routine maintenance:  RM   Investigation:  I   Specialist advice : SA 
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 v) SOUTH WALL 

 

 

Note - suggest altering the tarmac so there is a drainage gap/gravel abutment to the masonry to reduce 
rainwater splashback. A specification / detail can be supplied if requested.  
 

SA D 2 

 vi) WEST WALL 

 
Appears to be a previous core drilled hole in the masonry which need a brick carefully cutting and inserting 

with air/hot lime mortar.  
 
Note - suggest altering the tarmac so there is a drainage gap/gravel abutment to the masonry to reduce 

rainwater splashback. A specifica tion / detail can be supplied if requested.  

 

RM B 1 

  



 

 

Key 
Category A: Urgent -  requiring immediate attention     Cost Band 1  -  £0-1,999 
Category B : Urgent -  organise, fund and start within the next 6 to 12months   Cost Band 2  -  £2,000 - £9,000 
Category C: Urgent/essential  –  organise, fund and start within the next 12 to 24 months  Cost Band 3  -  £10,000 -£29,999 

Category D: Carry out  within the next five years     Cost Band 4  -  £30,000 - £49,999 
Category E : Carry out in the next ten years or longer as noted    Cost Band 5  -  £50,000 - £249,000  
Category X: I tems requiring routine maintenance, investigation & specialist advice   Cost Band 6  -  £250,000 or more  
 

Routine maintenance:  RM   Investigation:  I   Specialist advice : SA 
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7.4 Windows, Glazing and Ventilation  
 

   

 i) The external windows are in good condition, and decorative state. 

 

RM E 1 

 

7.5 Tower and Spire    

 i) N/A    

 

7.6 External iron and wood, including condition of paintwork     

 i) The soffits will require redecoration within the next 5 
years, as there are areas of paint peeling.  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

RM D 2 

7.7 Lightning Conductor (date of last test and result)     

 i) N/A   

7.8 Bells, Bell frame & Clock    

 i) N/A   
  



 

 

Key 
Category A: Urgent -  requiring immediate attention     Cost Band 1  -  £0-1,999 
Category B : Urgent -  organise, fund and start within the next 6 to 12months   Cost Band 2  -  £2,000 - £9,000 
Category C: Urgent/essential  –  organise, fund and start within the next 12 to 24 months  Cost Band 3  -  £10,000 -£29,999 

Category D: Carry out  within the next five years     Cost Band 4  -  £30,000 - £49,999 
Category E : Carry out in the next ten years or longer as noted    Cost Band 5  -  £50,000 - £249,000  
Category X: I tems requiring routine maintenance, investigation & specialist advice   Cost Band 6  -  £250,000 or more  
 

Routine maintenance:  RM   Investigation:  I   Specialist advice : SA 
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7.9 Internal walls    

 i) 

 
The general decorative state of the internal walls is  overall good 

and may require re-decoration in around 5 years’ time .  

RM D 3 

 

7.10 Internal partitions, screens, doors, plaster and decorative state     

 i) The church generally is in a good decorative state, apart from the scout hall which requires areas of lime 
plaster repair (after repairs are completed in 7.3 iv) and would benefit from redecorat ion throughout.  

 

RM C 2 

 

  



 

 

Key 
Category A: Urgent -  requiring immediate attention     Cost Band 1  -  £0-1,999 
Category B : Urgent -  organise, fund and start within the next 6 to 12months   Cost Band 2  -  £2,000 - £9,000 
Category C: Urgent/essential  –  organise, fund and start within the next 12 to 24 months  Cost Band 3  -  £10,000 -£29,999 

Category D: Carry out  within the next five years     Cost Band 4  -  £30,000 - £49,999 
Category E : Carry out in the next ten years or longer as noted    Cost Band 5  -  £50,000 - £249,000  
Category X: I tems requiring routine maintenance, investigation & specialist advice   Cost Band 6  -  £250,000 or more  
 

Routine maintenance:  RM   Investigation:  I   Specialist advice : SA 
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7.11 Floors and galleries    

 i) The floor finishes to the church are overall good order, the scout hall flooring is in need of replacing and 
has raised edges to the boards which could become a trip hazard.  

 

 
 

 
 

RM B 2  

  



 

 

Key 
Category A: Urgent -  requiring immediate attention     Cost Band 1  -  £0-1,999 
Category B : Urgent -  organise, fund and start within the next 6 to 12months   Cost Band 2  -  £2,000 - £9,000 
Category C: Urgent/essential  –  organise, fund and start within the next 12 to 24 months  Cost Band 3  -  £10,000 -£29,999 

Category D: Carry out  within the next five years     Cost Band 4  -  £30,000 - £49,999 
Category E : Carry out in the next ten years or longer as noted    Cost Band 5  -  £50,000 - £249,000  
Category X: I tems requiring routine maintenance, investigation & specialist advice   Cost Band 6  -  £250,000 or more  
 

Routine maintenance:  RM   Investigation:  I   Specialist advice : SA 
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 ii) GALLERY 
 
The galleries are in good decorative state , and appears to be mainly used for storage.  

Note that the balustrade is below the current building regulations standard height for fall protection.  

Suggest a separate Health and Safety report if the galleries are in regular use, or investigate restricting 
numbers, especially children.  

 
 

 
 

SA A 1 

 

  



 

 

Key 
Category A: Urgent -  requiring immediate attention     Cost Band 1  -  £0-1,999 
Category B : Urgent -  organise, fund and start within the next 6 to 12months   Cost Band 2  -  £2,000 - £9,000 
Category C: Urgent/essential  –  organise, fund and start within the next 12 to 24 months  Cost Band 3  -  £10,000 -£29,999 

Category D: Carry out  within the next five years     Cost Band 4  -  £30,000 - £49,999 
Category E : Carry out in the next ten years or longer as noted    Cost Band 5  -  £50,000 - £249,000  
Category X: I tems requiring routine maintenance, investigation & specialist advice   Cost Band 6  -  £250,000 or more  
 

Routine maintenance:  RM   Investigation:  I   Specialist advice : SA 
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7.12 Furniture and fittings, including pews and other seating     

  MOVABLE CHAIRS 
 

The chairs to the main worship area are in good condition, being purchased in the 2010 reordering.  

 

 
 

- - - 

7.13 Monuments, brasses, etc.     

  N/A   

7.14 Heating System    

 i) Date of last service    

  No service date supplied – recommend they are serviced RM A 1 

 ii) Boiler    

  2 No. MHS Ultramx boilers installed in 2009    

 iii) Flue    

  Unknown    

 iv) Fuel storage    

  Mains gas    

 v) Safety    

  See date of last service.     

 vi) Efficiency    

  Unknown    

 vii) Insulation    

  Unknown   
 

7.15 Electrical System (lighting and power) (include date of last test)     

 Last test completed in 2017 –  Inspection and testing due 2022. 
Appliances PAT Tested 30.04.2020 

RM A 1 

7.16 Environmental matters 
Recommendations about steps the church can take towards making the church net zero carbon, 
including heat loss reduction; energy use; green energy and renewables; carbon capture through 
churchyard trees.   

 

   



 

 

Key 
Category A: Urgent -  requiring immediate attention     Cost Band 1  -  £0-1,999 
Category B : Urgent -  organise, fund and start within the next 6 to 12months   Cost Band 2  -  £2,000 - £9,000 
Category C: Urgent/essential  –  organise, fund and start within the next 12 to 24 months  Cost Band 3  -  £10,000 -£29,999 

Category D: Carry out  within the next five years     Cost Band 4  -  £30,000 - £49,999 
Category E : Carry out in the next ten years or longer as noted    Cost Band 5  -  £50,000 - £249,000  
Category X: I tems requiring routine maintenance, investigation & specialist advice   Cost Band 6  -  £250,000 or more  
 

Routine maintenance:  RM   Investigation:  I   Specialist advice : SA 
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 i)  
To assess heat losses in detail and understand, where best to improve the building fabric, I  would 
recommend a feasibility study to assess heat losses of the existing building, to advise the  church where 

best to focus improvements.  

 

- - - 

  Asbestos    

 ii) ‘The Health and Safety Executive (HSE) guidance says that where premises are small and there is no maintenance 
work planned, it may be appropriate for the dutyholder to carry out their own assessment inspection. However, if  
maintenance or repair work is pla nned, a suitably trained person should be employed .’  
 
The Church have supplied an Asbestos Register prepared in 2017. The survey report is dated from 2003. I would 
advise an independent professional survey is undertaken and Register updated. 
 
I would recommend an Asbestos Management Survey is undertaken to identify potential sources of asbestos.  

 
If the church plan to do any work to the building, I would recommend a Refurbishment and Demolition Survey is 
undertake just before the work is due to commenc e. This is an intrusive survey, which they take samples of 
materials to be tested, and would require some repair/redecoration after the samples have been taken.  
 

 

SA A 1 

7.17 Fire Prevention    

 i) Is there a Fire Risk Assessment (FRA)?     

  Date of last FRA:  

An internal ‘Evaluation, Risk Assessment and Action P lan ’ has been carried out, but no Fire Risk 
Assessment is present. Advise a professional Fire Risk Assessment is carried ou t from an independent 
professional assessor.  

SA A 1 

 ii) If not the church should be immediately reminded  they are in breach of Fire Safety Legislation; the 
inspector should take the following items as best they can in the circumstances.  

   

  No FRA present SA A 1 

 iii) Does the FRA include a plan of the church showing fire exits, extinguisher locations, any fire alarm system 
installed and any emergency lighting installed?  
 

   

  No FRA present SA A 1 

 iv) Does the FRA detail the fire precautions that should be observed and the instructions given to church staff 
and church members? 

   

  No FRA present SA A 1 

 v) Does the FRA detail the arrangements for fire safety cooperation between the church and any external 
users or hirers of the church facilities?  

   

  No FRA present SA A 1  

7.18 Sanitary Facilities and Foul Drainage    

 No reported incidents     
  



 

 

Key 
Category A: Urgent -  requiring immediate attention     Cost Band 1  -  £0-1,999 
Category B : Urgent -  organise, fund and start within the next 6 to 12months   Cost Band 2  -  £2,000 - £9,000 
Category C: Urgent/essential  –  organise, fund and start within the next 12 to 24 months  Cost Band 3  -  £10,000 -£29,999 

Category D: Carry out  within the next five years     Cost Band 4  -  £30,000 - £49,999 
Category E : Carry out in the next ten years or longer as noted    Cost Band 5  -  £50,000 - £249,000  
Category X: I tems requiring routine maintenance, investigation & specialist advice   Cost Band 6  -  £250,000 or more  
 

Routine maintenance:  RM   Investigation:  I   Specialist advice : SA 
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7.19 Churchyard, including boundary walls, fences, gates, paths, trees and any monuments or memorials that are of 
special merit. 

   

 i) THE GATEWAY 

 

 
 

 
 
The gateway is in poor condition, being partly dismantled and stored to the side of the Baptist Hall.  
The gateway is grade II listed in its own right, forming part of a group listing with the chapel.  
 
The gateway parts should be stored securely to prevent theft until they can be  re-erected.  

 
There doesn’t appear to be a listed building application to dismantle the gateway.  

Therefore, it should be re -erected or a listed building application submitted to NHDC, if not, the church is 

in breach of the law. Please note, it is a crimin al offence to make changes to a listed building or structure 
without consent.  

 

Grants for the repair and reinstatement of the gateway could be applied for at Historic England: 
https://historicengland.org.uk/services -skills/grants/our-grant-schemes/repair-grants/  

 

SA A 2 

  

https://historicengland.org.uk/services-skills/grants/our-grant-schemes/repair-grants/


 

 

Key 
Category A: Urgent -  requiring immediate attention     Cost Band 1  -  £0-1,999 
Category B : Urgent -  organise, fund and start within the next 6 to 12months   Cost Band 2  -  £2,000 - £9,000 
Category C: Urgent/essential  –  organise, fund and start within the next 12 to 24 months  Cost Band 3  -  £10,000 -£29,999 

Category D: Carry out  within the next five years     Cost Band 4  -  £30,000 - £49,999 
Category E : Carry out in the next ten years or longer as noted    Cost Band 5  -  £50,000 - £249,000  
Category X: I tems requiring routine maintenance, investigation & specialist advice   Cost Band 6  -  £250,000 or more  
 

Routine maintenance:  RM   Investigation:  I   Specialist advice : SA 
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 ii) SOUTH REAR GATE 
 

Gate requires some adjustement to prevent catching on the stone 

threshold, where the hinges have worn. Suggest overhall and 

redecorate. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

RM A 1 

 iii) WEST BOUNDARY WALL 

The rear boundary walls requres  attention in creatin areas. In particualr the copings need to be repalced 

and top section of brickwork repointed in air/ hot lime mortar to the side footpath.  

 

RM C 2 



 

 

Key 
Category A: Urgent -  requiring immediate attention     Cost Band 1  -  £0-1,999 
Category B : Urgent -  organise, fund and start within the next 6 to 12months   Cost Band 2  -  £2,000 - £9,000 
Category C: Urgent/essential  –  organise, fund and start within the next 12 to 24 months  Cost Band 3  -  £10,000 -£29,999 

Category D: Carry out  within the next five years     Cost Band 4  -  £30,000 - £49,999 
Category E : Carry out in the next ten years or longer as noted    Cost Band 5  -  £50,000 - £249,000  
Category X: I tems requiring routine maintenance, investigation & specialist advice   Cost Band 6  -  £250,000 or more  
 

Routine maintenance:  RM   Investigation:  I   Specialist advice : SA 
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 iv) SOUTH BOUNDARY WALL 

Suggest a rotating maintence scheme to repoint/repair the walls with air/hot lime mortar.  
Under no circumstances should cement be used to any masonry repairs.  

 

RM C 1 

 v) EAST BOUNDARY WALL 
On the date of my survey, an area of wall has been 
fenced off after collapsing in the recent storms.  

 

I understand this was to be rebuilt in summer 2022.  

- - - 

7.20 Tree Preservation Orders     

  The church sits within the Hitchin Conservation area.    

7.21 Recommendations to meet Equality Act 2010 Act requirements     

  The Church and halls are wheelchair accessible from the front entrance.    

7.22 Security    

 i) Can outside doors be securely locked, and how?     

  Yes, front door has deadlocks.     

 ii) What is the condition of the safe?     

  N/A     

 iii) General security of the building and contents.     

  The church locking systems seems satisfactory, and no issues were raised by the church.     
  



 

 

Key 
Category A: Urgent -  requiring immediate attention     Cost Band 1  -  £0-1,999 
Category B : Urgent -  organise, fund and start within the next 6 to 12months   Cost Band 2  -  £2,000 - £9,000 
Category C: Urgent/essential  –  organise, fund and start within the next 12 to 24 months  Cost Band 3  -  £10,000 -£29,999 

Category D: Carry out  within the next five years     Cost Band 4  -  £30,000 - £49,999 
Category E : Carry out in the next ten years or longer as noted    Cost Band 5  -  £50,000 - £249,000  
Category X: I tems requiring routine maintenance, investigation & specialist advice   Cost Band 6  -  £250,000 or more  
 

Routine maintenance:  RM   Investigation:  I   Specialist advice : SA 
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 v) Threat of metal theft including lead and copper roofs and protection by SmartWater marking and roof 
alarms. 

   

  Minimal risk from lead theft as little lead around the building. Risk of theft from cast iron gateway parts is 

high risk. Refer to comments in  7.19 i) 

- - - 

7.23 Recommendations as to steps to be taken for the general care of the buildings and its contents.  
‘Stitch in time’ maintenance by both parish volunteers and contractors is crucial to prevent much 
greater damage and cost.  

A maintenance plan is a great way of making this happen and recording what has been achieved.  

   

 i) The main areas are: 

• East Wall dampness  

• Tarmac abutments to building  

• Listed Gateway condition  

• Boundary wall condition 

• Gas boilers require servicing (as no date of service suppled)  

• Electrical inspection and testing is due now as its been 5 years since the last testing. 

• Advise an Asbestos Management Survey is procured 

• No Fire Risk Assessment present – This should be procured by an independent 

professional assessor urgently.  
 

  

7.24 Recommendations for grants from outside sources.  
 

   

 i) Not requested at present. Do get in touch if you would like to discuss options.    

7.25 Any other matters which the Quinquennial Inspector believes should be brought to the attention of the Church.    

  None apart from previously highlighted issues.     

      

 

  



 

 

 

8. DATE OF REPORT AND SIGNATURE OF THE QUINQUENNIAL INSPECTOR  
 

DATE OF ISSUE:   18/12/22 

REVISION:  -  
DETAILS: DRAFT ISSUED TO CHURCH 
 
DATE OF ISSUE:   23/12/22 

REVISION:  A 
DETAILS: ISSUED TO CHURCH WITH UPDATES 
 

 

 

SIGNED:   AJ GRANT RIBA AABC 
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